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IN REPLY REFERTO:

        
              

THIRD ENDORSEME NT on Maj                     Pr e liml nq 5800 BJ A/      of 31 De c as

rrom : Commandi ng Gene r al , Mul t i National Force-We s t, I Ma r i ne
Exped itionary Forc e ( Fo r wa rd )

To : Staf f Judge Advo ca t e (Fil e )

Su b j : PEtELI MI NARY INQ UIRY INTO THE ESC ALATION OF FORCE I NCI DENT
                                       CI VI LIAN KIA                                                                  ,
                             IN AR RAMAOI ON 1 NOVEMBER 2005 I NVOLVING
LIMA COMPANY, 3RD BATTALION, 7TH MARINES

1 . This event r evolve s a r ound an escalation of for ce ac t ion which
resulted in t he deat h o f t wo I raqis who may have been non comba t ant s .
Nonethel e s s, the Marine s ' co nduc t was entirely driven by t he co ntext
of their situation where an i nsu r gent complex attack , that killed two
Ma rines , wa s still un fo l d i ng when they were involved in the EOF .
Unde r the c ircums t a nce s their conduct respected the rules of
engagement .

2 . Even ts s uch a s t hi s demons t rate fully t he second and thi rd o r der
e ffects of t he i nsurge nc y . Amidst the c haos o f the insurgent
e ngagement , seve ra l Ma r i ne s f ound themselves providing immediate
security . Due to the threat , i t was ne c e s s ary t o quickly and
freque ntly reloca te t hei r veh i cle a t the traffic interse ction to a vo i d
insurgen t targe ti ng . Unfortuna tely , th is required oncoming traffi c t o
i mmediatel y reac t to t he unexpected presen ce o f the Mar i nes' HMMWV in
the middle of t he inters ection. Likewise , the Marines were f o r ced t o
i nstant ly react to any perceived oncomi ng vehi cle t hr e a t . This
compressed t he Ma rines' hostile a c t/hos tile intent eval ua t ion
timel i ne , d iminishing the poss ibili t y of less -than-Ietha l means of
r e sponse.

3 . Whil e t he ini t i al SIGACT de t ails         de veloped EOFs beg inning
wi t h a standof f d istance of more t ha n       meters , t he s ta teme nts o f
those in volved i nd icate an ini tial distance of between               
meters. The Ma r i nes ' statements r ega rding distanc e appear cons i st ent
with t he ci rcumstances , and s everal indicators co nt ri buted to t he
Ma r ines ' per cept ion of hostile intent : a lack of other ci vi l ian
t ra ff ic , the reco l lect ion o f s imilar vehi cles present severa l days
prio r du r ing a n RPG a t t a c k, a s t a t e of alert conce r ni ng SVB IEDs and
t he appare nt l a ck of reacti on by the suspect vehi cles t o t he HMMWV's
presence . I ca nnot s ugges t be tte r j udgme nt was ne ce s s ary .
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SUbj : PRELIMINA RY INQUIRY INTO THE ESCALATION OF FORCE I NCIDENT
RESULTING IN TWO CIVILIAN KIA                                                                    ,
　䈅ߠ                          IN AR RAMAnI ON 1 NOVEMBER 2005 I NVOLV I NG
LIMA COMPANY, 3RD BATTALION , 7TH MARINES

4 . I reiterate a nd d i rect focused a nd con tinuous EOF and ROE
training . Potential EOF scenarios are cou n t less and only through
repeated training will MNF- W forces mai nta i n the s harp, r e a s o ned
ability to quickly and i mmed i a t ely limit col lateral effects o f the
insurgency. I also direct the Commanding Of ficer, 2 BCT to ensure
more accurate SIGACT reporting. The CCIR repo r t i ng of this event
includes relatively specific, unsubstantiated information that has the
potential to mislead. No fur ther invest i g a tion is necessary .

ROBERT B. NELLER
Deputy Commanding Ge nera l

Copy to :
CO, 2/2E BCT (end o n ly)
CO , 3d                  r (end only)
la, MAJ                 (end o n ly)
MNC- I SJA
MNC-I AT!FP
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AE IF-IB-CDR

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARM Y
HEADQUARTERS, 2ND BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM

28th INFANTRY DIVISION (MECHANIZED)
CAMP RAMADI, IRAQ
APO AE 0936 2·9997

16 April 2006

MEMORA NDUM FOR Commanding General . Multi -Nat ional Forces - West. Fallujah . Iraq

SUBJECT: Second Endorsement of Mal'                    Preliminary Inquiry into an EOF Incident
resulting in two civilian KIA Iva of                                              Ar Rumadi, on J Nov 2005

I. Enclosed is the Prelimi nary Inqui ry Repo rt of this matter completed by the 3/7 Marines'
Battalion Judge Advocate, Maj                           : and a First Endorsement made by the Battalion
Commander, LtCo l                      They have been reviewed and found legally sufficient by my
Command Jud ge Advocate. LTC                      I join in concurring with the findings and
recommendati ons. I also find this report to be complete and believe that no further investigation
IS necessary.

2. I also agree that the likeliest explanation for the unusua l behavior of the occupants of the two
civilian automobiles that were engaged during this Eor was that they were part of what is rightly
noted by LtCol            as "the most coordinated and well prepared ambush we have been
involved wi th in Ar Rarnadi." The fact that the two Marines both reca lled seeing these same two
vehicles in the area of an attack that took place three days prior is also persuasive.

3. There was no violation of either of ROE or established EOF procedures by the Marines
involved in these EOFs . They had been properly trained prior to thei r part icipation in a chaotic
fire fight and their immediate decisions were properly made in accordance with their training and
situational awareness of the events and attacks that had been occurring in their area . None of
these Marines were ever assoc iated wi th any other eve nts during thei r recently completed tour of
duty in Ramadi that required investigat ion or even remotel y suggested any deviation from proper
action in accordance with their tra ining or the ROE ,

                                  
COI.(P)_IN
Commandi ng
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JI De

f'lurn :
To :
v itt :

E'JDOFSE.MENT on t-1aJ                    Ptc Hm i na r v Inv.
J5

"cmmand i nq Ot L i ce r
rommanding G0neral , 2d Mari ne Divisio~

Commend lno Of fleer , 2-2B Br i.qaclc Comba t T<"<1m

t t q st Lon of

S~Jt 1 : PRELIMINAP:r INQUIRY I NTO E~;CALATION Of'          TW'JDI::NT
RE~UL1ING ~N ',',,0 CIVILIAN KIA IVO                                            
ROAD,            ̀㈄ま             ON AR RAMADI ON 1 NOVEMBer 2005

1 . Fc r wa r ded .
r e commenda t ons

I concur wi t b the f i n d l nqs , op i n i on s
of the investiq lli nq offIce, .

dnd

2 . This event -cur rec du r Inq I very heavy enqaqereeu Lhe t had
r e su Lt.ed in t he oee ttis of two 0 1 OUI EOO members , dod t h tl ... r d
being seriously vo ...nded by be l nq bu r ned . The Imp rov i s ed
Exp OSlVe- Dev ce [ED) r he t wa~ o r I q i na l Ly tound WdS ba , r,
~ol o~ed by two more rEDs and d complex small arms enga~ement.

As had neen thp palLer n , all ciVIlIan t ra~fic had departed Lhe
Irea prIor to ttl~ engagement , ~h l Ch we s till u~e IS dn nd~·atOl

of an upcom i nq ur.ta c k .

L The Company "ommandc r had p issed to a Ll h i s mob i Lc un ir» to
be ~wa [~ of ~ny novinQ vehicles a nd t i le po                  SVR1~Ds .

The Ba tt e Li or. Combat. Operation Ce nte r (cac)                   noticed
t hat ~h l l ttle aced was void a t vphicle and pedastrl ln t ldt 1ic
due ' 0 the cornber , The complexity o f the enemy 's .r t t ack wa s

qnificant and it 15 extremely unlikely tne t £In) nnoc lit

CIV Li a- i r the area wculd app roach t he area Ol on t a ct .

4 . T~o l~toorls 01 t he baltali 'n were e ngaged In a ! l r e ! ~ 1 h t

Whl e ~ttemptinc ' 0 recover fWO casualties that .....ere lyIng In
the mtdd I e 01 t he Inte rsect on . The I a r s r ve h i ci t ne r
approached lh~ 11dn~ secur.ty ~3S d ⁽搇ـ 氇ؠ B~N tha~ was
spp r oacb i nq at 'I 1 'II rate ot speed . The g ...mne r we s d.1I -t.ec by
     v c h i.c l e -ommande r t.o fire on the veh i c l e . Th r ee rounds f
漀ߠ  c a I ....er tired into the front ot the vc h r IE' before the

....teepon ma Ltunc t i oned . The BMW cam.... to a stoop and <.l i nq I e
mJ _1.·~[Y 19cd male e XIled tIle vchicl~ anrl r~rl .
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Sub PRF:L!~INAR'l:' INQUIRY INT' ESCALATION Of FORCE INCIDENT RESUL·:-:r.
IN tiOUNDING ThO                               E VICltt.'!'¥ OF SOUTH BPIDGE rcr
r;PID "'OORD'NAH                           l\'EST~;RN RAMAOI, ON '& SEP
CO~, INVOLVIN~ t-lt"'\.RINi'.$ r iRD BATTALION, 7TH MARINES

5. Af t e r tne weo pcn mal f unc t i cned , t he vehicle pu Ll e d back
I r on t he [Odd In orde r to seek cover whI l e the ma Lf uuc t i on '.... ;1.,
·ledred . Af 'er cl~dring the weapon , the vehicle commander

directed the vehicle to pull forward to continue to cover the
flank o[ ltle pldloon~ enga~ed rlt ttle intersection, Upon pUl~ing

oec x an ' the road . a second veh .. ·: ..e vas e l s o mOV.1I4 .1 the seme
n r-er-r Ion t.o.... e r ds t.he inter sec' ion and WdS be ru.nd ttH:' BM'I'J tna t
t':<1 j , ppec . Thl.::;: vetu ct e was ..           he t cnbec k t ha t, '''''dS

.1', 1 j ( rm ned r o nave held t.b r ee passengers .

f,. 'rbe wh i t.e ha t.cnbac k ven i c l e was driving towards the Nc r i ne
vehicle thdl was! l·olPcting thp I Lrink of the two pl.ltoons
engaged in a firetiqht and attempting to rerover the two
castlal~les still ldyillg in the intersection, The errw was
convinced they were under attack by SVBIED~ dnd ttlf> qunflf-Or ! Ired

Lw or r hree round burst into t he wt i t e ha t chbac-k loin, n aqa i r­
r.h ·...eap n ammr d . The vetc.c , e did not SLOp bet t.eqan t c make o'i

.... li '".." type mene uve r . ThE qunne r quickly c Lea r ed 'he ...eapon
nd .tcd.in t he r burst i nto -ne veb i c Ie . The veri Ie began to

t jrn w~lle the aunner canLlnued to engage ~nd It expiod@d. A
mal ..t ...lp' t r om th. vch r c l c met after 1Ct rnq i s It he wa s qc i nq
'.0 11· r e r u r ned r the bu r n i nq he t cbbe c k , i nd hf> wa.s tr r ver
ff by another burst lr m the 'tunner .

7 . After defeat ing the ambush , the veh i c l e WnS chec ked and it
Wil:' found that two bodies, burned beyond r ecoqn t t l cn remained in
the vehicle. At this time , no one has stepped to rward :..c cldim
'he bodIes or idpntlty thpm .

R. I believe that the Marines involved in this inCldpnt
t.e naved properly wi t h in the q .....en sel 01 c i r cums t enc- S . This
we s d -iaot i 111 -r dent, that look. p l ece dur inq the m S'

coo r d r na- ed end ...ell prepared ambush we have bee r. .1!lV .ved .1

whi t:' In Ar Ramarf i . Three t mpr ov i sed Explosive Dev -es !E.
i e s u I.' .I..ly 1I1 lwu fKIA . and one seriously wounded ssuei t v , ",· .. til
Wf! - rdln,ted bmlll arms :ire and multipl~ REGs opitlY tIred.
Tt"!>' !l1'{ .lUllS ')1 th~ i v i Li an d r i ve r s ..... c r c nc t in l.;,per'J.rq w i t h ,Jny
behav Lo r we he ve seen t c the da t e . It is my be l i e L, lhat bo t h
vetu c j es were t nvo Lved in this ac t i on and t ha t the Nar i ne s d{ Lt·, I
properly in secur l nc the t Lenk 11 two p La t oons {~ll~ lJtd wJt!l d

II t.. 101 'i -enemv • xec ur 1IJ11 if; well p r epe r e d ambu s! .
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Subj: PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INTO ESCALATION OF FORCE INCIDENT RESULTING
I~ WOU~DING TWO                                E V!C~N!TY Of SOUTH BRIDGE        
GRID COORDINATE                             WESTERN RAMADI, ON 18 SEP
2005, INVOLVING MARINES or 3RD BATTALION , 7TH MARINES

9. The Marines of the battalion have received mult pIe
classes on ROE and EOr procedu~es and continue to do so . These
Marines believed that they we                   ~      ed properly
1n defendinq themselves .

                               

J
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To:
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
XI ....n "lJDH 7Tll --u
'''--~(..'''"

UlC.'~
'J'OI#'_,I'I

               ""H.M !U

          
               
) D",c 0:;

-':JIo)O!                                 B<troal- on dq. Advc
Conma..-:dlng cener e l • ~d Md.:-lll . D.VISIOr.

(11 commandinQ Otfic@r , 3d Battalion. 7th Mdr.nes
(21 Commanding orfic~r 2d ~rigad ~o~bat Te~~

31 Staff Jud9~ Advoc~tr. 2d Mdrine ~ivision

Subj: PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INTO ~SCMATIOf; Of FORCE ~NCIJErrr                  IN
-rco CIVI:..I ...."l KIA ::VO                                                         ,                             IN AR
~~I ON 1 NOVF~ER 200S

RI'I : (,Il JAGINST 5800.'C IJAGMA."l)
lbJ fHAGO Iii!. [:3 ,nJL nv mUl TO MNC'-' OPORD OS-02
I" 20 MhROIV FRAGO OOIS 05 OTG 28.'.l4bClo\;\kO'>
{d I ~D M,\J.l:JIV FRAGO 0151 oS DTC 19184S:lJULOS
( .... ;'1) r1AR;'lT'J FR1\r..o 01')')-Cl~ rY1'G 10' <.13!1...·ULOS

E. SIr.A(1 L,l ..."Nl -0 17 5C eel INF...Ul-.NC~
f D.agr~, of ar@a IVO 漇Ѡܠ                                 

IJ St~tmt of                   w/enclosures
4. SOl ot Cpl            dtd 5 Nov OS

f~) SOl of LCpl               rltd S Nov 05
16l SOI ot I.cp                         dtd '» Nov 05
P SOl of PFe             d t.d S Nov OS

This r eper t a completion o f the p e e Li ml rre r y iuqui r y Into tht> :J'JbJ~C:'

I'Ihootil:g conduc t ed in accor-dance wi t h t he r e re r enccn end r ...ported r n
enc l oau r e (1). This 10(1l1~IY IS La t ... duE' to the Administrd,-lvco ove rs l crh t ot
the I~vestigattny Officer.

• 'Tl I xovember 2005                           was .u.s19n~.t til , C .,.my
qUIck reec t t on tore .. tQRn. A~ approx.m.ately lElOO. they 10' r e t e s ced wi ~n

r eepond i nq to 01 ma~s caaue l t.y eve-nt, Lr; tr.E> v , II. t-Y of                           AJ
ExploHo VP ordnenee n i apoae l EODI tAm oltt.dch@(J 10 j'. I<tartalion, ~.drincA

...."s dt.::acked hy an Improvised exp Loa i ve dcvt cr 1.F.nl .liS we.J Ali smAI. all'lfi,
and r ccke t e propeLled qr-enade fRPCI t i re . Upon e r r r v r nq on s cene . Vehicle two
·..."5 o'It~A('il;ed by an lED in the Southeastern por t ccr; of the t r e t t t c c i r c Le . In
add i t i on , all 0: tho" Mdrt nes wert' s t i j I rpc".i·Ju'f/ small e r ms and RPG tire.
Af t.er providing security to the East tor d bri e f period 0 1 t Iree , veb i c Ie T....o
....d~ tlluk.p.d wt t.h r ...eoVt'rinu the- EOO robot. in rh .. mi dd I e of the l.UI!! i c c i r c l ....
                           vent c i e Two then pcoc8e<:l",d bec c to t he W.'fltprn !lidl" of
                             n order to p rov i de se-cu.r i t y .

b. ~enlcle ~NO         providing s@('u rity to -h~ ~e8t of the
ell ole .. t                             cov e r i nq cne t nte r sect Icn o r                   
Poads Vehicle Two ....AS taci~9 East on Р愃聾 渇ߠ           .. ~~ ~~  :
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PR£LIHI~ARY INQUIRY INTO ESCALATI~~ OF FORCE
"7WO CIVILIAN K:A :::VO MOROf; AlI:O B"Sf:r,~NF ~OA:J

R~~I ON 1 ~OVEMBER 200S

I~IDENT R~SUL~I~G I~

                    

t ocus r nq              .tent rcn to th'" North . rp                     The v ..h i c Le CO!Tll>,jlllle~

                           t d 1 . he driver. t.anc o ccrpcre i                 engdJ.d H'     
݀愇ِ縆遮ٰ s~ h t he t, they would                                                           
             t.ron at  縂ۀ                                                                                       

         

c. Thp t t r s e til'l<'"                        pu Ll ed forward an t 'he lnL .. r sec t rcn.
t.ne ~,u i nee saw a black BMW t raveling sou r.h on             t o wa r de them. WhIl e th£
oxacc ...st.im<it~8 of cn s c ence a nd 8~e ,1 ve r i ed dffiOnlJ the l>1d:-lnes in ttl{>
veht e-j e they .all individ ual ly eS LimdLed t ne BMW t.o be 1£'80 than                        
awd.Y and r.r e ve Li nq M:ywher ... tr o m 2 0 to JS mt Ie» per hour heeded cowar-ds them
·...h o n they pull ...d into t he t n eersec c i c n . Th O::! gunn~r. Le n c e Corpora l
                         suspected thiS! ventc t e ....45 a v eh i c l e borne Improv i aed oxpLcaive
devLc... (VElIED) eno en e c ed . Lance Cor po r e I                       t i r eo d t n r ee round
burst ~l"'OlTl the .50 c e Lt ber roectu a e gun i.n v e nL c j e '!'wO ' 1i t.ur r et, before the g.J:1

~ammt'(i. Thp round A s truck the 8M.... in ehe engine and ol hEo.Idll.ght. 7h~

VphlCl~ stopped a snort. dist.ance in t ront 0 1 theIr vehIcle dnd t.he arlve l
dis~o;r.tcd and r~n trom the ~cene. There were no o~her vls;b.e occ~pants .n
.. toP HI."...

d. Corpore I            dt rec t ed Lance Corporal               ·0 b... k. rb,J.:
veb i c I .... IP i n order to p r-ov i de Addi ' Ion'" cov>?r -t8 I dr." , ... :      
worked t.o clear the machine q~n. Onc... the gun ....6S clpared. Vehlc.~ ~o

p~ .led ~orward into the i n tersec t i on a second ~ :~e. As ~oon o!IS t~ey p~::ed

for~ard again, rhe dismount in the backs~at on the driver's Side, Pri~at.

first Class             saw a whi "e hatChback tram ~h~nd the clack BM~ ~.dve,lng

South O!1 recr c n headed t.owards thei r vehicle. Private FU::> l C:dSS ':'1m1~<.l.:.aLe:y

t • ld Corporal            ....no ordered • nee Co rpe ral                       t c 1:01' ' h,>        
ha"chbo'lc:k

eo Lanco Cor pore I                         r jrod 01 2-) 10Uhd bc rs t <it t he            
h"ltchh,wk before tL~ machi~H' u un j-lm"" 'd "'<Jolin. ..anc r- ,nr' o r a l                           
4uic:k_y •.:lo ·.u-~d 1:11' 'JurI d Y<l i n a nd t j r-e d anot ne r 2-) round burst. Th e           
!"!<It c- t:h.. dc. »xecuc c d a wi dc>o oS· at.y I e meneuve r .....here Ln r be h. l!chhitc:k I l r a­
apppal~~ to be ve.... rtng to l hp r ight, only t n Gwing bnc~ hdrd t o Lr.~ le tt <lnd
f Lne Ll y t u r n ,111 t he ""ay hack up "'.oron soed . La n c e Corpora.                          
bt'gan'o engaqe the veh i c Le Whi l e it wa s heede d ·o....e r ds th t".l gun It"C f, dml
con'inu~ to ...n~age through th~ oS· 5~yle mane~ver . Wh o n the rounds struck
the trunk, the 栆遴ِߠ hatchback b u rs! into f l~~~s ,

t AC'f.!r bur5tlny into tl4Jtlell. the v oh i c l e slo....ed to .." stop and tn.
d river Jumped out of the        cle. AS h ~ s t a rted to run away, the ~rivpr

turned IMCk towards the     ۠椇䀀 ߠ hdtchi..>.ttclc. ...r.d it looked t.o "he Marines as if he
r ""aching Ln t o the veru c ce . L               por.. l                         tired llgaln and " he
~ ran a ....~y Wh_.e Corpora:            thir.ks he may havp ~ppn ~ passpngp r ln
t he ! r o n · seat o~ cne ...h':''..l:" ne ccnbec c , ' h .. Marl~e5 co .i nor ... , I'
whether or not h~r~ were ar.y oth~r p S5eng~rs n the v~hl Ie

9. The MaY.nes in Vehicle Two corrc t nu ed r.o ob6~rv" the              hdtchbd. Pl
as t bur n ..d for <\pproxlm4tely t.wo mr n u c ea , Ar r e r that th'lY"" f IdSKt.'d

Wl~h returning to t he Easte rn portion ot ~he  㐃ߠ                      tr~~:ic circ~~ in
order to prov.d security.

h. To the Ma r i n~s in Veh icle Two . t.he bl<\ck ~. and             hatchback
              d to have been '1B1 EDs. ao t.n Co r por al            end l"mc:e Corporal
쁬Ȑ✃ꁔҐ椆Ҡ✆ߠ t hcuqh r rh..,y r eC'Qyniz",d t blH•• t ""l) 8 p~ci fic v~hicler. from a prt"vlous
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Sub]: PRELIMI NAAY INQUIRY I                                                      I NCIDf.NT RESULTING TN
~WO CIVILIAN KIA I VQ                                                             ,             ̀ ̠ ̀ ߠ          IN AR
~~I ON 1 NOVEMBER 2005

enlJdQo;<ment. About ~ wo or three days bef o r .. t.he i nc i den t n quest r on vph If
Two had been ~t.tdcked wit.h ~n RPG in t.he vicinit.y ot Nor t h Sheikh of Shelkh6
Road Co rporal            dnd Lance Corpor~l              both recnlled seelng t.he
Ahme black BMW and          hAt c h bac k i n the area during Lha' attack

). ROE t.rainin'iiil' l Prio t t.o dep Lcymont , <\11 o f t.he Md r i:1<"5 and Sl'li lars at
CompalLy L, ]'" aevce i rco . ;f~ Mdr i n e u received form"l periods at i n s c r ccc ron on
the rules ot engagement dnd t.he esca l ation o f force in thp Tw~ntynine Palm~

Base 'rneet er . In add i c i on , ect ea o f .'ngtu;;remen t. and escaldtion of t orce
I secee dU' discussed and applied duri ng p r edep Lcyment, lane t.raining at. March
Air Pen-ce Ba s e . teor e ove r • every uni t wit.hin ) '" Battalion. 'r" ~rine6 c r t o t s
the rules of engagemen t and e8calatio~ of f o r c e 45 pa rt at the coordinating
inst ructions during If!V~ry o rder.

~. Type of injury or cau•• of d.ath of civilian. I There wec~ twO
untdent Lt t ed deed bod res found in t.h'l: ,...hit.Eo hatchbac k. To oet e thpy h<loVP

not. ~~n luent.iti~~.

~. "-.dieal ear. provid.d l Nnne.

7 . Opinion. I

~. Th~ Mhrine& in Vehicle ~~o reasonably bPlieved lh~ two vehlc1e9
dppctJftching t.he i r position were VBIEOs . Th o y e sr-e Le t ed t or ce p ropor Jv cnoer
the c i r-curns t ance end their actions were within the r uLea 01 o.:nyaQ ftlt-'rlt In
par t i cu l a r [base n,y op Ln i en on the following:

1) These two vehicles a ppear d to b~ part ot the larger. complex
engagement that had been ongoing wi t h i n the pas t hour. EOD had beer.
attacked by a n lED as ha d Vehiclp. Two upon its arrival. The f act th e
lED d e t On At ed n~xt t o Vehic le 1~o soon a fte r it assumed it. position 1n
the Sou theast corn er a & well as t.he tac t th e ~~rine:,; att e mpt.ing to
recover t.he FKtA in the traffic c i r c lo ...·e r e ongaged Id th lim.l:l an!!!>
t t ee lellds tnf> to be l t eve it WIlS command-detonated. Marine-& 10 thp 4ro".\
wer~ still receiving sm~ll arms and RPG !:r~ throughout th~ rel~v"~t

t : :~10' : r a..:ne: anrl

21 ~he ~Tinp~ :n Vehicl~ 1wo had a very short. amount o~ ~ime in
",·hic:1-. to process the even t s unfolding Ln f r cnt, o f them. '....hLt> they
ot t r er sl1.Qhcly in their es t t rre t.es . a ll of t h e xer inea i   t              i   
eSl~rnated both vehicles we r e initl ally spotted leas than                   
away ~ rom their posi t ron. were t r-avel inQ bet....een 2':1- ,b rn; I es pe r hD~l

and neIt.her stopped until their vehiclp W~8 dis~bl~.

b. Th            ant.s ot both v eh i c les . to include the tWO dead bodles
found in t he           hat.chlxlc; k. WCIe enemy Inauruent a, I bese tnl s op iru on or:
the f a c ' thdt not on~, but both vehicl es continued to drive tow~r-d Vehicle
Two's pos ition despit.e t.he qunf i r e not on ly aimed at them but also in the
gene lal vicinity. There is i nsu ffici e nt evidence to conclude def i nLt i ve l y

000551

(b)(2)HIGH

(b)(3),(b)(6) (b)(3),(b)(6)

(b)(2)HIGH

(b)(2) High

(b)(6)

(b)(6)



Subj; PR£LI~INARY INQUIRY I                                                                                               
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RAMADI ON • NOV~E:R          
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IN AA

thdt e i t he r vem c i e WdS " VBIED; how"'Yec .• t. stondl> to C~d50n wo:'re e i Lher If

the5~ vehlCle6 driven or occup.ed by       ocen' Clvl11Ans they would hove
e t 'Piled or r et r ee t ed i n the f ece of        ce I rbe r machH·... '.1m fa

B. 5l..c:oaaendationlll aecceeend no further inYo:'bL1SlaotIY~" ..dmll1illtr",tive UI

"'0"""" '0"., ~ 縇ߠ '""
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Claa.if ication l SECAETI/R~. ~) USA Au~ HeFl
CCIR INrLlJENCE= 3/1 ES CAL1t.TION or FORCE ( Ear l I N All; RAMADI At O;111')C
~OIJ O~. 1. )/7 had Ilon EOF ""hila conducting 5crf>",ninQ for EOo wea- 0:      
 縃ߐ in Ar Ramadi. The pAtrol while po9t~d at the intf>rspctl~n ot            
end                                                  . L J17 observed <I. vehicle t r ave Ldnq at
an unuQu<'Illy slow 6peed coming tow...r da the cordon t r om the N on            
Rd. The OSc from:' 3/7 auapec t ed it to be A poasibJ.;' sva t sn all" to t.h..
susve ineo enemy contact over the p r er-ed i nq 30 mtnut es and the unusua Lj v
s Low speed of v eh l c Ie . At           M<:uinea eucct .          us e.I IUlOd and lIrm
s i un      in flO attempt to stop t.hc vehicle. At            t.he gum:el f i r ed
(3)      cdl           ...18(;11. in Lr ont 01 th.' vehicl .... At             t.ne qunner
fired 110)            1M2] di$abling uno t.u iota th~~ vehi c Le . TIll' vuh i c I.o
was s t r ucc and collided a nt o park ...d veht c l ea on tht> W s i de of            and
can-e to 1 s c cp . Tho" Driver tIl Mi..J-l jumped out of the v-mfc ;o ,mil 1<1:, t.t.

'.h., W. Ollt of sight Within seconds of t.his cr:gagcmcnt, " socono
vehicle heading Lr om tho> same d i r ec r i on S on            approached r he
cordon in same manner as the i ec . Again ttw OSC be l i eved it. t.o Le do

possible SVBIED and initiated ve r'bc I cOrm'l<lnds as well ao hand and <lrm
~ignals to stop the vehicle. At            the vehiclp di~ not stop ann rhp
cunner fired ....arning shots (31           (M2) at the deck. in front ot tht"
vehicle. The vehicle initi~ted e!r~Lic mov~ment9, stopping as if to
turn around: and t.aen continuing s on            towe rda t ne co rrton . At
            the gunner then tired I))           (M2) dlsablinQ shots into the
veh i c Le . When the 2nd rnd Irepe c t.ed the veht c t e it i~diatcly 19n1· ...d
and ""8S almost inl>tllntly consumed by flames f rorr, the enau i nq f i r e . (11
MAY exited the vehicle prior to It being compl~tely enqulf~ by :ldm~5

end ran AWAy trom the vent c Ie our. of sight. w J/7 Le r e r appr-oached •.lnrl
inspected the 2nd vehicle ....hich bed addd t Lona I OCCUPilOtS; (2) NKIA in
tho" V"'hlCI~. At r.he tim'" 01 thA r n c i dnnr, 1. 3/7 had been under
sus t.e t oed di-rect fir!" for .10 minutes co include 12l RPG's.
Add Lt Lone j Ly . 0) z.zns had been det.one t e d Iva            w i t h i n ,) ver y
sho r r tim .. pr-r i od . No cas,l"lti",R, or (j,-,m<'JgplO r e po r t ecl
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Pages 14 through 15 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
(b)(2)HIGH AERIAL IMAGERY



SIGACT              CCIR 3/7 MAR EOF C Ramadi

                                                      .. At 011715c NOV05, L3f7had an
EOF wh                ting screening for EOD

ΰߠ୰ՠΠ  ˀⰀߠ ɰ⸆쀧 Π ˠ west of               C Ramadi. The patrol
ߠⴀܠ         ˠ縇Π㨂  ߠ ˠ ߠ    whil  p۰ܰ琀ߠ搀 at th                                   
πϠ縀ߠ 縀֐ˠڀۀ ˠ ߠ and                tvo                           L 3/7

嘆遾ߠ ੰ氆쀭 ɰߠɰ Πɰ Πɰ㨃ꀭ۰㨀ɰߠɰߠɰ⸀ MAR observed a vehicle traveling at an
           unusually slow speed coming towards

the cordon from north to south on            
Rd. The esc from L 317 suspected it to
be a possible SVBIED due to the
sustained enemy contact over the
preceding 30 minutes an                       
slow speed of veh icle. At                  
Marines in the HMMVVVshouted and
used hand and arm signa ls in an attempt
to slop the veh icle.                       The
vehicle did not respond to the wa      gs
at which time the gunner fired 3x      cal
at the deck in front of the vehicle. At       
meters , The vehicle did not respond to
the warn ing shots and continued towards
the cordon. At that time the gunner fired
10 x              M2) disabling shots into the
vehicle. The vehicle was struck and

       coll ide          arked vehicles on the W
side of            and came to a stop.
1xMAM jumped out of the vehicle and
ran to the west. Within seconds a
second vehicle heading south on            
approached the cordon in same manner
as the first. Again the asc believed it to
be a possible SVBIED and initiated
verbal commands as well as hand and

 arm signals to stop the vehicle.
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Sub: SlW.MARY OF' INTERVIEW. CORPORAL                            

R9!: rer 0209 e, JACHAl'oj

on S November 2005. the Investi9~ti~9 Officer persona •• y IntervIewed
Corpor~l                       At Forward Op~~~ting Base                 Ar R~~dl, IrAQ,

n r~9ard to the escalation o~ tore... incident lnvo LvLnq                               i n
Lt'.· vicinity of                                            on 1 Novomhor lOO'3 Cc r pc roll       
was not ~dvised ot his rights ~nder AIticl~ 11, Uniform Code of MIlitA    
.Jus t t ce .              i              currently serves d8 tilt! vem c I e Cvmnvmder,             
Vehi~·I.."                              Company L. l'd Battalion. '7~" Marines H. c.}~.~ t c
Company ~ in January of 2004 tro~ the School ot Infantry. ThlS 15 hiS :i:Sl
leur in the F'leet Marine force n'Mn and his second LOu.r HI IIlIQ.

2 The .nvestlgatInQ off:cer asked Corporal            to descrlbe his yehie ~

CO!'pl)r".            exp~alned Vehicle Two of                           cons i et.ed ot ....r.
o'JIf'M:)red HIgh Mobll.ty l'!;Jltiputpol!lv lI'heeled Vehicle (Iu+M11 n~ d wat", a 0
cali~~ nachine gur. Hi  r.r~ conSl~:B of a drlver. Lanc~ Corporal Ѡ㨇׀清က

a unn~r. ~nc~ Corpnr~l Ұ栆݀縆ၶА渆耮 and two dlB~~nt5 PrivatE ~.rst Cla5S
Ԡ唅〸ߠ㄃က and Private flrSt Clo'Jl8S               

"\ On. November 200'5.                        Ӱ渇 Wo'J9 tasked 45 the company qu i ck
reactl0n forc~ tORrl !cr th~ day. At approximately 1600. they r~ceived "
CAll to provide medical evacuation to d maSR casualty ev~nt in the VIcinity
of                         . Marin_a from Company L and ",n gxp Losi vr- Ordnance ut s          
(EODI 'reem had been attacked with an improvised '·xplosive dev i c e (H:~).          
                 acccmpan I ed cepce in            COfllU4nding Of f ac-e r Compdny~, to th.>
8C"'!,. Captoilin           t r eve l ed in ill S@raT.,t~ vf!hir.l.,..

~               Ӱ匆ߠ伂灓 V~hlCl~ Ґ嘆偨ڐ指          proc~eded ~~~ fOB ԰渇ˠ Ԁ縇䀀 aown
Ԡ漇側ߠ            nd oiler onto                            -hrol.uh th.. r af t r- i r c c e at
                            Once on ec ne , Cc rpc r e ,         k~'" w .at n ." J
~Alin~ kl~led in ACtlon laying in ~he road. Th~ .nvegt.gat_n~ offlcer ~skvo

him It he knew               Marino wh o had been killen in acc t on ...itS ~;rl 1 i n 'he
road. Corporal            lndicated th~ Marines on aeene we r e IktL wlt.h d bdrrdY
ot small drms and rocket. propelled grenade (RPOI tire each t~l1I(-" ~t-Py

approached the bony. Once on scene: Vehicle ,......0 cut across tht> i                i   n
         and took up a s t roncpo i nt pos i c rcn c r Len t.ed east do....n 氆ۀ搆灥ؠ           
fo r dH' pu r poee at providiny security fo r the Ma r i ne s at.tempting to evacue t e
th~ casui'llties from the i nterooction. The Mdrinea in Vehicle Two could not
ae ... the "",,,my who .... e r e ahoo t i nq , but t hev hear-d shots and SdW in,pdcts on 'h.
ground in the v i c l n i t y of r.he Ma l-i ne :;                i nt c r aecr.f on . Less 'han
I i vc- mlnut.~f;, e f t c r veb i c t e '1'\010 t ': ,Ip                t or. '0 t ... ,\,H "' ~ t he­
t.hr c-e otc l ock poa i v ron of the r re t t i e c;r('lt~1 an :r:D de t onat ed If's -ha»   
:eet tr~ thplr vehIcle The~e ~er~ no injurles or ddrodg~ db d :e~u_t ul
tt.l rao.
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Suhj: !'>t:v.MARY OF tl\'TERVll':\II, CORPORAL                            

S, h' 80~ point 900n atccr ~his lEO dc~onated. Vehlcld Two was :asked wl~h

lTIOII'in(] l'l4'lck .. ,...rOIiR thp in'prflf"C! Inn tow.. rds t.he ·",est. dod p r ov i d i nq sec'.rily
a t I he Intersect on or                                                                ncer sec i.e ""1'
                       in a residential area weet of ~he а栆偣ڰ瀄ߠ琀       ~ra=:lc

clrclp Vehl~l~ ~o Wd9 oripnt~ to 'h~ north up 縃ꁯ۠ߠ          and enQdg~ In a
                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                  
                                   

6. orpor I            axp l a i ned tha~ t he Ilr.t ·'m.. rhlPy Pll.Pd ! r",,,,,-n nt
t hc . nt e r s ect i on. they sa..., a b.ac< a."f~ headed . ,.' ld.        : t.

Ӱ縃:Ґ伂瀵 rough ~stimale was the vehicle was lells than 理偲ܰߠ       awa) and
travvl n9 al le4st twenty ml:~s p~r hour. In rorpor~1               eStimat1
          CK BM~ appeared to be on the way to hitting Vehlcle Two. Co:por~:

漇۰‮ߠ told hi5 gunner, Lanc~ Corpo                           to ~nQage ~he vehicl~

Ldnce Corporal                       shot th           ~N. whleh in t~~n s~erll'~ct, nlt ~he

C'\jrh .. n<1 CdlTlt! to "halt.. Corporal            stated t.ence Corpora.                     
got t~ shots off befor@ t~e qcn j~~ed, w~en th~ CJun jdmmed. Corpora.
            d i r ected the driver, Lance Corporal               . to pull b,a("k beh i nd
cover. which he did.

7. One .. Lance Corporal                        c l » ... rf"r! thl!" CJlln. C-orporal            told
t.ence Cor por e l                to pul:' for ....ard nto the Inr er eect ion "'.I41n, wthen
Vehicle Two pulled to: ...... rd. one or the Ma.nnes in the truck ye Lled , • ...0 have
d vetu c I .. cominq I:O..,4rO$ US!' A second v.. hir:lr.. 1I whitt" ho'ltchbaC'I<:, WdS
d. ready t.r eve Li nq south on                      towards t her- Corporal            
CSLill'lo!l~o!'d thItl e eccnd vehicle's speed at t ...rent.y 11Vl! to thIrt~· ec Les per hour
and os c tme c ed tne second vehicle was »bou t                   ~way from r he i r
.. rurk

8. Corporal            stated that when ho 6riW this white hatchb~ck corning
hphlnrl th r- b l ar-k Bf~. he Lnatanr.Jy r ece r t cd ueei nq do b l ac k ~MI'I and ''''hil",
hecch                                           wo or thtee days pr iU1: duri nq "'1\ RPG at t eck
nee r                                                  Th<1t evonc , couphd ·... f t h r.nc ongoing
...n'i1t'{Wn....nr in t he                         i n t e t 8f>£'\ ion lrM,~dlately to hit> ~',Ist .t<..d
Corporal           to conclude cnese vehicles were veb i c l e bcrne Impt ov Ls.ed
~xplosive dpvices (VBIEOs) and part of tht' larger attllck. Corpor 1            
i1llllpdiately order-ed r.ence Corporal                          to shoot t he wid to> hi'ltchhilck

9. Tilt:' whitt: het.cnbeck did not s t cp ..,fter the !irst f_ ghats .....er , f i r ed
Event ua l I y , thl' gunner hit. the vehicle and <IS th veni c i e walli ha t • i t ,;....\.JTJ

~ldl' '0 the rioht but then turned back to the left as if to return to .ts
o r Lq i na l heading. ThO::' gunn~r com.Lnued '_0 f'lly"y" t he vetu c re . Once the
gunner h i r thp trunk. the veh i c Le exp l od, c1 and the' en t a r e veh i c l e ......1> almolil
innlanl ly pngulferl in !l",me~ and rolled to d stop

10 Cor pore I           could not 1" e anyone In t he tnck of Inc v      j(   ut
be I Levee he sa.... 4 dr Iver and o'l front s.~",t pessen (Or or-pc r e I          d i d not

           or.e e x i t, thf:> ve-b j c Le . Once the          h4lltchbacO; exp l odeo . C( rp. d,

      h•. 1t>V.-<! t he t b r e e t had b<>fi!'l"I n"lltl"liz .and he r r ur-ned hi s
at t.em i ons cc t.ne r edIo and t he contact ill the                      Ҡ㐇 r nt e r s ec t i cn .
Vphicle ~o ~as also takin~ sporadic s~dll arms t.re from the sout.h du:i~J

this 'lmc. Corpor~~            estima       hat it took less than d rrlnut~ to
Qngdge both the          R~ and th~ 栆遴ِߠ h4tchbark
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SJU SUMMARY Of INTERVIEW, CORPORAL                            

,1. 'rtie investiQAtlng cr r t ce r a               pc re :             i f he ",nli"'''' r)~ prepe r

WAy to ~r.calAte force. Corporal             stated you nend pos~~lve

ld~nr:ficat,on of a 'arqet that wa. either c~lttinQ d hoat:ie a~· 0 '

de~n5trating hosti :e intent. .~er. ~ime and c1TcumstanCe does not ~ermit

Md'ln m.y u.e force deadly force. to protect themaelves agains' an enemy
thr~"t Corporal              stated he had received a lot of tr410109 about the.e
r ....es An              o!               m on 1 Novil"ll\bec 2005. Under the C1TC'<J!IStd.nces
Corpora.              b@lleved        W~!e          t.rg~ted by 2 VBIEDa AS pal· ot ~hp

arger eng,g~enf in ·he                      .

11 certlty t.hlS sUII'IlI4.cy of
lIlY iu. )W~~~ and ablilty.

'. 1 .. - t
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Sub): S~~Y OF INTERVl~~. LANCE CORPO~                                      

Re~: lal 0209 e , JAGMAN

1. On ':> November 2005, the Invest iCJ,lt iog Of I Leer person411y rn t c rv r owort
Lance Corporal                              at Forward Operating RIIA..,                           
aemedt . t r aq . i r, r eqa zd lu th~ escllidtion at t orce i nc i dern, Lnvoi v i nq          
                    Ln the vicini ty ot                                               on 1 Ncverebe r 200e;
Lance Corpora.               was not 4dvis@d ot his r19      und~r ~rtlcle 3
ILtO! Cod ..· of ~i~lt.H-y .juet t ce . t.ence       poral                  cu r r en tIv 9N'"V{S 3.
he dr i ver-                           Ll:na                     Co",pany L. 3'" Bat'o.ion. 7"

MarineA. Hp came to Company L in ~~~r of 200) fr~ tr.e School ot
Inltlnl1y Th_ii.S hiii nraL tour in the Fleet !".anne ror e \tMf"l

2. L~ncp Corporal               Rr~ted                             was tAsked ~~ the comp~nY'h

quick Reaction Force IOKn on 1 scveeee r 200;, At llpproximately 1600, th~y

were ordered to the                          tr~[fic circle to respond to           
casu~lty ~yent. Upon arrlvinq at 瀆۠琀ߠ栆偣ذ        L~~ce Corpor••                 
vPhiclA, Vehicle TWo took up a              in the 8o~thea.t corner a! ~he

trd:fic cir,:e ori~n'~ south on              ~hcy heQan '0 recelve s~.al: ar 9
and rccaet propelled gren~d~ (~PGI fir .. rilmo~H i n s r anr t y upon <H"·lvlng An
.mprovlsed exp1osiv~ d~vicp lIED) explodP.d le8~ rhan ߠ理偲ߠ        trom ·he:r
truck. ~h~y wer~ 'hen tasked to mov~ to the edst of the а栆偣ڰ縆۠琀        

t re t t rc CIrcle (at lh,-. 1 1)'("0<'0; po.s i tr on and p rovic .. lit'('url'y I.                 
RO<5d. A[Lt'r n short period o r timo'!, vehicle 'rwc was t.as cec ...,nll r ec-c ver (J

the Exp l oe r ve Ordnance ot epoeet (EODI Team's robot that W<'I.5 rn tr.~ mi dd l e of
~he trattic circle

3. Vehlcle Two recovered the EOD robot ~~d put I~ :n thelr vehlc.e under "he
gunnpr a~d prorp~~d through the traffle circle                                       here
they took up a position at the intersect:on at Ԡ縇ˠ氆쁮                  Ԁ伄ၤߠ

'rher e                      W<'II 8 t.ee ked wi t h providing security at cne- t ntersect i cn
Lanc~              Ѡ氇۠最                                                                              
                                                                   High Mobility Mlll t'lpurpr.s;.o wheej ed
vehtct e IHMMW'/1 he ....as UI ivin", in order to p rot.ecr, aqa i ne t, RPG snots . Th __
~. rst tlllle they pllled into t.    Inrersec t Ion • they found a b:<'I.ck. E!.'-:w bear.ng
               ~h~ Lance Corpor'a1                 sr ar ec --h, ~ appear-ed' [IQ i eee 'hlr
                     1 ....ay and there w                e [or- ....anung enot.a . l..dn", C r po re ,
              stated the vehicle ceeeenoer . C01PUldi             t o Ld ct.e qt;.nne!" t.ence
Cnrporal Ƞ栆݀㔇ߠ渆耬 to engo",go_, '..hlCh he d i d . The vcnrc i c at.opped
d1pprox1mate1y !l!r"",en meter51 r r-om their gur, truck Th.. dr i ve r , e mi I ' ~y

ag... 11\<11.' (HAM) gOt out of the v e h i c l e <lind aan co t he ees t .

4. Lance COrporal              pu r l ed the HMt-l'o'N bac k heh i nd COVf'r OUI of t he
Lnce r s ccr i ou dt :..Jll$ p                    the r.-.actlnp qun jammed end he ,...eor eo to
prov de :'ance Cc r po r e ;                             ~ mucr, cover as p 8a;,l,I~.. .1:' ~t"lre,J
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Sub) SlMtARy OF I P<o'TERVIEW. l.ANCE CORPORAL                                       

the- we-apon Once the gun waa e l ea r , Lance Co rpo r a .                  p. Ieo '. '''dId
tnte the r nt er s ecr I ...n 49"1n. Aa soon a. tht!y plIll-ed back. HIt 100" .ud.e )1
til r n- .. r eec t r        whlte ha'chbdck W<tll cceu nc tl,)W,ud~'h ltucr> ~he.tt.:

d. rOo"·.                   BMW had coeee ! r oe fI'lOlllen'. ~ IIi er Al rd. I1l,1 r ! ance
cr p.. . 渃退ۀ㨆怡ɰ昄遜ߠ t1':18 veb i c re ...". :;.ravel~nlJ                nen rh b. -I( IiK\'I ~al1

bit w'" 1 at "IS C ase . L4ncp Cor por e I                       n']aJ,O(j'h        
hatchback.

S. FrOID hls vantage point. it appeoared to Lence Cor-poral             ~hdt the
~~r&t coup~e of rounds hit the white hatchback .n the enQ           ~n e
corpo:a. Ұ栅ၾ݀⸂⁶ؐ爂 was flrinQ. the v~h.cle ~dn to 1l'l4~~ What 1 rb

ap~llredɰ be t he beQlnni:J.gs of a right turn but i t, t hen Ql,.lcltly Uu r n baCK
t<"'1'I.1al' the HMMWV i n a se r t of '5· fashior.. Lance Corpora: Ҡ⠆聯ݐ縃恡ݠ愋灴୰

nt n~O:"i' ""Jdq'" t!" .. v ..hlC. '· a•• C • n,<'"t1 I\'IOV ߠߠ               .. ..
l 'J- .... dn uver acve   a , round s'r~cK'r: ·H '1 e r e e r J.'d ."

"<I." roll'chhdc't .....h\          ~a~chhaci<; a'e 'I bur s r .~ . : . a..'f'ot

6 h!·~r fh~ v~hlc.e bur~t lolO!l 8. the ~ehlc.e co•• · ~~ oor·h ~w~y :ro~

t be !'(dr.nes and e-vent.ue Lly came t.o '" atop. Lance Corporal                ~~..., 1I. MA."!
'~ u- or t ne ~~a·e h",tchbtlck and totlln to run t)Ward. th ....e s t 7t. MAM

ll\lI.dl'" ~. ebcut, five steps. turn around and ....ent be.ck tuwdtdti cne IAJfr. .:.Q car
It lnokPd ll~e ~h~ HAM r~ach@d back lnto ~he car as ~~ to grab tht' ~eys.

t.ence Corporll.l                       : i r O!!'d t wo ahots which &Cllr.-d r h.. HAM "<Ihn -h ..n r ..u
.~.Y rhr vehiel ....a5 approximately 理偲ߠ        WAy

r. L-ltncl'" Corporal Ԁ䤇۠最 stated it has been h1s ~x~rience thro~9hout ~hlfi

deployment thAl Iraqi drivers normally will stop al~og~thcr when Coali~10r

veht c l ee are blockine;, t.he i r parh . The I ect. both vehl c l ea con t i nued .i r; r.he i r
dt r ..... ' :01'1 Io/;Ii'l e e t r .. mp.ly suspicious       im, MOnlover. t.ancn Corporal 椆ې쁥✆ߠ

rp",,~lf>(j RPE>inrJ a bl"r'k ~ lind A          h"tchhlH'k whom                              ...."l
...t~,r~ed ..... th an RPG on                           ԰栆偩ߠ标　          a !ew day& prior

8. Lance Cor po r e I                if! not sure but thought ho 1'/1101 the dr t vcr 111
amongs~ the group 01 i nd i v i dua l s who C/WlO!' out to t ry and pu t out the r i r e In
th.· wtu r e h<'llchb.t<:k V...hicl,·,....,u Witb reaae l qned shor t Iv etfL':' l 'h!b

_Ol,l-,uemont to r ecur n 1;0 che "dllit. o f th                          t r et t t c c I r c Le il.
ord~r ~o provld~ ~ec~rity.

? 1 C Itlty rh's 8u~ry ot
my k!:owle-dge and abllity.

Int e r v l e w is true and a ccu r et e r) ~h.. b.. s r 01
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Subj: SUMMARY OF INTER-Va:..... , LANCE CORPORAL                                                                        

Ref ld 020'},.. JAG!".AN

un ') Novt>m~r 200'J. th Invf'stig~t 109 or r t cer pt'>rfOonally i nt.erv i evec
Lance Corpordl Ұ栆݀⸄⁾ݠ愆 at. fOrlolacd ~ratinlil Btt6~ ԰氆쁡ۀ爂       "I r<a.•d.
lrll'1 •• n ff"Qard '0 t h.. f"scal"rtnn o r          i nc i den r t nvc • v r n 戆쀀ߠ                 
l!\ -::h.. v i c r n r t y ot 渇ڐ                                          or , I.. , <l

ccrporet                       WilS not advised of hiS Yl9h-1i mde-r Ar' p 3 Jnlt r
ende or Mlltt ..ry .ruer t c-e . wne,," CO~T'"                      r,lfr~rH.y t.er v a
.'SO c ... liber !MIchine c.llJnOf~r. vetu ct e Two,                               ('emf"lny 1
Ba t r.a Lr or. . ,U Marines. He carne '.::0 We..,pon!i COlf.p.lny. 1'" 1it'l'                at.n....
t r om til. School o t Infantry in M.<Irch 200, Lance Cor pore I                         mov.. (1
to C'unp"ny L in t h ... f1,unmpr of 200'). Thill 1110 hlR t r r s r r our rr h" 1'": .. ·1

~!lne force IFMFI

e nvell~lg4' .nt;l O!!lC~:- beo<Jan ':-e sJb.t .... r.· r ve nee r vt ew by aslqnq I n
o~ fl 縆ݠ琇ݐ    to delOcrln. wha' tr4_nir.~ he had recelved abou: the

r I.'" n(]"'~         od t he ,·sca ..at ron of :OfCP prior r o 1eI:.' yom. n' t.ar-
Co rpe r."                 Pltplainwl h... r ece i ved for""". por r olIO )f r r-s t ruc e j orr
the TWpntynlne Palms Base Theater on DOt~ toplCS prlOt 0 dep!oyomen Ie
add i r con , tho.. Inar ruc-t cr-s at M.1rrh Air rorr-e BMW dlJl,CU'ulo>d t>< r h r p t c­
                  training The InvestigdtlnQ officer also as~~ l ....nce Corp' r~
                      to explain in hia own words                   qngdgement and how to
properly escalate force. Lance co r poral                       stated you must hav~

pOllitlv Identification and either d hostile act or Intent betorl qngaging
someone. In addition, the proper way to escalat~ force requires a ¥~rin~ to
shou' ahow, ahov then shoot If neceSSAry It 'h~r~ sn" rime to ~o

·hrouJh htlH steps. Marlnea are a l I ceed to tJst sholt t 'hE> sItU...• :"
r equ a r c-s

1 .,.1 lnv('~l"IQatlnQ otflcer .laked IA.n e Corporal                   cI .1
what h.\ppcn d on 1 Nov embe r 200S when                         was aSSigned as rh...
com~ny qUIC( reaction f orc e IQRFl. Specifically, the Invesli9Allng )ffI~er

a8~~~ him to descrl~ the event. starting I rom when Vehicle Two assumed it6
posit.ion at the t nt et sect Ion o!                                               ;. LotH":'· COlPOldl
                      explained he W46 seated in the 9unn~r·6 turle~. trYlnQ to std)
                  he <llmol soeecoe i na i de their ~""ll l1t.J<k yt!'l .• u ',ell ':,,1' ...
v ...h i c l e ,Ippro<lchir:g t r oe. the north down             Lcnce Co r por e ,                          
looked throu']h the gAp in t he elrrllOr co hIS :ett n xt • 0 t he ., ru ne yun 41lU
.aw ...          8HfIII be...rlr.g down on ·h~. H. \lot up qu i c k Lv dJld (J n·. q ..n
from h.,., p s~ct         y th.. t 1 he ., .... on t he yun .. h ..           ~ W<l
approx.·... t .. y                   ,",W<lV t.an e' r p- 1<'11                f .' '., rO' ...
enouub 'lffte '0 do anythHIQ or her than sh'ot ·h.. vehtct e In 0:- f!'f' 5t ~ l'
LAnce COlPOr.'11                      cot 0:: approxill'.A·..... y t.nr .... rounds ne r or e- hIS gm
jllItlllled. ':'r,E'           BMW s t oppe-d with t fifO I i ee t; burflt tram thfO m<lChln" gun.

E t-Cl (C,)
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SUbj: 5:JMMARY OP INTERVIEW, r.ANCF. CORPORAl                                                                         

Lance Corporal                       believes h~ hit the engine and a headllght.
(I,,:,,\("P corporal                        s tat ed he did not have his night vision gO<;jgles
on y t because it wasn't dark enough yet.1 When the gun jamm~d. Lance
Corporal                       im:nediatcly rocked the gun back and got down behind the
a rmo r rU; bPst 0'11:1 pos e i b l e . When the driver, Lance Corporal                backed
their gun tluck out of the inter5ec~ion. Lance Corporal 栀ߠ                     clea~ed

the mach i no qun and s t ayed low in the t.urret.

4. ~~ile he does not recall how 10nQ. at som~ polnt the qun truck pulls
forward again into the intersection. Lance Corporal                       dg",in r s
t r y i nq to maintain a low profl Le behind the turret' lil armor AgalT. Lance
Corporal Ұ栆ߠ猆ၶؐ渆耀 heard someone ttom lns:de the gun truck callout,
"Th€rt'!'s anc tner vetu c rer- t.euce Cor pore I                      hee r d t he veru c i e
commander, Corporal             tell him to, "ܰ栆ߠ        Onee Lanee Corporal
                        got up on the machine gun, ne saw a            hatchback turn sou c n
onto                        ThO::' vehicle .05 opproJl;imdLely                         Lr cre t he Lr gun
tr~ck. ~ance Corporal                       ~hot a 2-3 round burst before the gun
jAmm~ again. L~nce Corporal                       pUlled th~ chdrglng handie baCK and
shot dnother 2-3 round burst at the           hatchback which Wdel headed toward
their gun truck and as he was shooting at it, ex~cuted what initially lOOKed
to be a rlght turn but ultimately became"" .... ide left turn oaek north lawliY
from the I'o<ll'ines) on            . As the veh        was turning, sever-e I rounds h i ';

the tl'wok at t                     hback. The            hatchback uu r s t; rn t o :ldm't'b
Lance Corporal                       r e r j ex i ve.l y gOt haCK down behind t.'1(' armor ot the
turret when the ߠ栆遴ݰ hdtchbdck exploded.

5. from his poe i t Lon in the turret, Lance Corporal                      cou Id ne,«
~he o~her !~rinea in his gun truck callout that they saw an lndlvidual ~~n

from the vehicle. Ac he explains it, Lance Corporal                       WdS ~altlng

for- rhp veh i c l e (':omtTlandpr to irll"n~ify hostile Int ent . Lance Cor-por a I
                       did not receive any orders ~o engage a~y dismounts. Lance
Corp()ral                       sa",' peop l e coree out of t he i r hcmee in o roe r to put alit
thp f i r e in th.,           hatchMck but ho d i d not "'ngage t hem

6.
the
that
<I.Crn8

hee r-

Th~ investigating officer asked L4nce Corporal 栆݀猆ၶؐ渆耀ߠ co describe
ar moapher i c s in the "n~a at t he tim/? Lance Corporal                       s t at oo

to the best ot his recollectien. Vehicl~ ~~O             [~ceive any small
fire while at the Incersect i on of                                            but he co,.•ld
small arms tire coming from the                    Ҡ縃  traffic circl~

7, The inve~~igating ot t i cer dnf o rreed Lance COLVOJHl.l                        t her e had
been unconfirmed report .. there we r o two pecpt e who ....ere bur-ned to dee t h 111

the white hatch b~ck, LanCe Corporal                       stated he d.d not see the
individual t.he other xe r t ncs saw gel ou t of t.be wh I t e l1alchb<1ck oeceuse 11'"
W.1S se-e t.ed boh Lnd tnt' turret From bet....een c hc armor and t.ne l!l<\chinc gun as
                eucnback appr-oached he could only SPe I he d-river. Lance Corporal
                      couLd not say definitively one '.ray or the other it there were
other people in the           hatch~ck.

B, The investigating officer asked Lance Corporal                       whether hE"
fQlt thlo1y had pr-oper-Ly eece                     in thilO s i t ua c Lcn . Without
nee t t at t nq , Lance Corporal                       s a Ld he felt it. ...,a.~ ~" good shoot."
Given the re la t I ve l y short dt s c ence      t for them to travel, the fact both
vehicles continued towards the gun truck even alter presunaoj y seeing the gun
truck in the middle of the tncersecc tcn. the recent complex attack and t he
avera.! at~ospherics in the area, Lance Corporal                      thouQhr these
venj c I es ·"I~re vehicle borne improvlfied exp l oe i ve devices (VRtEDsl
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Subj: S~1ARY OF INTEHVIE~, LANCE CORPORAL                                         Ұ䠄Հ匄ၖߠ縄耀

9. I cer:ify this summary
my knowledge and ability.

of interview is true d~d dccUrate :0 t~e ~8' v I

000566

(b)(3),(b)(6)

(b)(3),(b)(6)



From:
To:

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
X1 ....nauooon"_.
111 __ 0IV1ISOl (Il t lN'l

UIC . lIn
U'O u " " '111

             """ lrJ

        
          
          0,

Inve&'ig~Llng Otfic~r

File

Subj; SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW, PR:VATF. F'IRST CLASS                                           

Ref: laJ 0209 ~. JAGMA~

1. nn ~ NovP.mber 200S, th~ Inve8tig~ting O!tic~r perAona~:y ir.teTvi~wed

PrivilfP r i r at Class                                   at Forward Operating aase                  
Ar Rdmadi, Iraq, in req...rd to the esca t et t on o t t or-r-e t ncinenr tnvotvtnc          
                   in the v           or �渇ۀ猂ߠ                                on 1 Nov~mber J.OO~

Private Flrs~ Class             was not adVlg~d ot his rights under Article Ji.
Uniform ccee of I'!ilitary .rue t t ce . pr t vat e First c i es ..               c-ur r e nt Ly
e erv e .. as a dismounted rifleman. Vehicle Two.                               Company 1., i'"

Batt.ili!ion, 7'~ MArines. He c a.'lle to Company L. ir: April at 200 .. from the School
of Infantry, This iu his Orat tour in th. Fl",...t M.1.rine Force (FMF) ,

   pr Ive t e First Class             s t a t ed that on 1 November 2005                       
       was t~Gked as the Quick Reaction Forc~ IQRFl for Company L. ~hey

r e.sponded to a ca I I tor .. ground mfi'dic.l ev.. cua t i cn after an Explosive
Ordnance Disposal lEOD) team was attacked wi th an improvis~ explo~ive device
(TED) in rho" v\.cinity of                             o nce o n acene . veht c l e Two was
tasked with providing sacurity to the southeast and east of the "raff.c
circlA at а栆偣ڰ瀆۠縀       . Soon a:ter taking up their position or~en':.ed to
the southeast. 縆ߠ              was attacked by an lED that exploded wlthir
aevQr.1 rnl1ltera at their gun truck. They we r'" alao receiving spcrad i c sma:l
arms fire at this point but could n o t pin point t h e or1;in of the host1l~

f Lr o ,

3. Vehicle 'rwo wa s in the t..ratfic circle .. mat..ter at eu nu t ee oet o r e they
we r e t~8ked with recovering the Eon teum's robot from the mlddle of the
t r a f t Lc circle, Pri vate first Class             dislllOunted and actL;.aLy
retrIeved the robot as they passed through the center of the trAft1c clrcl~.

After recovering the robot. Vehicle Two was tasked wi t h providing s~cJrity on
the intersection o f                                                       is approxlmately fifty
meters west ot the traffic circle dt                           ,

4. pr i vet » First c i ese             8tdt~ that onc e they '>lot to t he In t e r s ect i cn
of                                . they began                         in t he illu:rt>o!'(·t~on in c t ce r
to p r cv i de eecuri t.v to....e r de t.h ... north, up            'wh.le <It the uame tirr.!
pr ov Ld. same measure O ~ protection Cly<llllbt .. rocket p r ope l Led Y:~Il..d .· (RPGI

S, hs a dismount, Private First Cl<'lo515             was eee t ed in the tMc.<sell.~ on
the driver's side on I soveeoer 2005 dB WdS his pr act.Lc e . once lhey "-:1;. v eel
dt t h ..                                In t e r eec t Ion, t he dr iver, Lence Cor por e I                  
execur ed d three-point. turn such that their Hig:, /olobi 1 i tV M.ultipt:rpos'"
'o'1r,t"'E'l"!d veh i c l e IHMMWVl WilS facing e aat; towards thfll t re t t i c c i r c l e . OnCfll
e Lr.ce r oo on the int"!I..-c r i on beh i nd cover.                pu Ll ed che- HMMWV into t llr
i n r.e r-sec-t; ion,
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(b)(3),(b)(6)
(b)(2)HIGH

(b)(3),(b)(6)

(b)(3),(b)(6)

(b)(3),(b)(6)

(b)(2)High
(b)(2) High

(b)(2) High

(b)(2) High
(b)(2) High

(b)(2) High

(b)(2)High



Subi: SUMMARY Of IN1'ERVIE'.... PRIVATE FIRST CLASS                                           

fl. AFo soon "'5 t hey pul l ed into r h.. i nt e r s .. r-t r on , privat . F.::;.l ...          
8....... a bl.ilc:k AMii d                    rrlto r he-m. pr rva r .. r i r ec ("lit'll!               ., 'InIo'Il"\l
rh.· blar:k BMW ....a s                  away when they t t r sr sa... r t; coming tow<lIrrll  t   ere .
Th'" 91Innf' r. t.ence CnrpoTlll                        eng...gf"d lht· vehicle with r he      
cal1het lMchine lJUll on top at the HMMWV. The gunnpr hlt r ne hl_ek AH\l       rh.~

enginf'. Th@ vehic:lli' stop~ ~nd th~ driver got out and TRn ~INRY tro~ th...
veht e-r e . Lance Corporal                  backP.d t he i r ~      o t tho" i n r o r s ec-t i on
in nrdt>r to p rov i do eover for t.ence corpore                       whll .· hI' clpilrod hlfl
miu"'hin.. "Jun.

7. V~hiclQ Two pulled back into the intergection ~hortly thereaf~er As
soon liS they r et.u r ned to rh", m.l.ddll'l ot t.he Lnt ee aect Ion. Pn.vllte Flnl~ cl4liis
             sa.... <l wht e.e he r chbeck vehicle driving t.o·...e r de th.>m from t he S"'Il'''

d i r ect aon 016 the bl ....ck BMW. Pnv4te Flnn:. Class                 elitllnil'eb 't            (
hilt.chback lNiiS                  tt.....ay from thei l posltion when It turnotd onto            
and e r.e r t ed to head t owarde them. pri vs t e First CI<9.l;S             yelled thaI
cbo r e ....018 enc chor vehicle hco,adinQ towards them. The veb i cle cOlMldnd.. r .
Corporal            . in turn order~d the gunner. Lance Corporal                        to
stop that vehicle. Lance Corporal                       ~~an shooting. rrom PriV4te
First Class                p£>Tspective, the first round appco!Ired t.o hit. the whitt"
ho!ltd,back in the engine. The          hcltchback then bogo!ln 4 maneuver that .... t
first appeared to Private first Class             to be d right turn, but the
vehicl~ quickly turned buck to the left and then s .... erved tully back around La
the nort.h rn one t luid motion. Lance Corpocal                        cont.Lnued t o
engage t.he vehicle, ultimately hitting ene trunk with t wo rounds ihi.:            
h4tchback burst into flames when the two rounds hit the trunk. The vchic~e

COntlnued to coast towards the north, back up            4G 1" burned.

8. Vehicle T'....o Bat in the Lnt.e r eect Icn and ·....et.ched the             h<l::chba('"1o;: bllll
Private First Cl~8s             saw one person of unknown g~nder c-~it th~

vehicle. At this poi~t in the day. Private First Cl~6s             r~'a. ~

....as stnrting to get. dark but waa not fully dark outside yet. A~ter

dpproxilTllltl!ly two minut@s, Lance Corporal               pu l Led th~ "niCK bAck 1:1
Older to resume t.he                         process. AvproxilTldtely a euuut e t et ei .
           Ll ed back into t he intersection. This time Priv",te First CI/l.f1s
                ccu Ld not bet;! anythlny UIJ                         l. 1'h~lt;! w""t> d !llIlrz;lc 1l,!<tdl1..9ht
Oil t i on- til ..           BHW Llwy had Just ~nye qed "nd .1.. w<lsh~ out PI i vet.e rirliL
('1 ..'HI~                  ight vision "JOQl.1les lAA,PVS-7BI. pr i vat.e rillit C~<tbb

               could no' aee .mYOI\(" ill the           he t chbock .

9. The lnve~tigating officer asked Plivate First Clas              if he knew
the p r ope r WdY to e sc..ddte rocce . Pr Ive t,e P'in.t Class                el';~,1 .. Lned thdt
per the rules at Engagement, you must be ab le to positiv~ly identity d tdrget
th~t IN~S either committing a hostite ~et or demonstr&tinQ some sort ot
hostile int~nt before using torce. wh~n USlnQ forc:~, PrlV&tp f:r~l Class
              explained MAr!nt>s o\r,;o r-equi r-ed to UIl;" rh", mlnillnJllI ",mount nf {<Hr,·

neceseerv. time permitting. When time end c r r cums t ance does not pe r eu
Marinp.R may URe fnrc.p, up to and includIng dp~rlly torr~. to pr fPc:t
t.hemee rvca aQdinsl all enemy chreac .

10. I cer c i rv this summary of i n t e rv i ew is true end Accurate to t nc bea t, or
my KnowledQe and abllity.

000568
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(b)(2)HIGH
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(b)(2)HIGH

(b)(2) High

(b)(2) High

(b)(2) High

(b)(2)High

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)




